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PART 1: READING COMPREHENSION

Choose the best answer according to the text. Only ONE answer is correct. [4 points: 0.5 points for each correct answer. Wrong answers will be penalized by deducting 0.16 points. There is no penalty for unanswered questions.] 

1
People remember hurricanes because  SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 .

a
they are named after saints 


b
they are given the names of ordinary people 


c
they occur in the Atlantic Ocean 


d
they can reach land 

2
San Felipe is mentioned because 
[image: image4] .

a
he was the first person to name storms 


b
it was a storm that caused great damage to cities on the coast of the Atlantic Ocean 


c
it is the name of a Caribbean island 


d
it is an example of a name given to a storm by people in the Caribbean islands 

3
Why did meteorologists in the Pacific stop referring to hurricanes by the map coordinates of their places of origin? 


a
People had difficulty remembering them.


b
It was during the Second World War. 


c
They wanted to study the weather. 


d
The National Hurricane Centre had already started using names instead. 

4
Meteorologists stopped using only women’s names to designate hurricanes because 
[image: image5] .

a
they are easier to remember 


b
they said that women’s behaviour is unpredictable 


c
women objected to this practice 


d
only men were meteorologists 


5
Hurricanes today 
[image: image6] .

a
are given names that start with all the letters of the alphabet 


b
are given both male and female names 


c
are only given names starting with the letters Q, U, X, Y and Z 


d
are only named after men 

6
Why is Katrina mentioned? 


a
Because she lived in New Orleans at the time of the hurricane. 


b
Because she was a meteorologist who retired. 


c
Because it is an example of a name that is no longer used for hurricanes. 


d
Because it is a name that is used every six years. 

7
One of the effects of giving hurricanes people’s names is that 
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a
people know more about hurricanes today 


b
they cause people to have bad memories 


c
hurricanes have become particularly destructive 


d
hurricanes have become more common 

8
The writer’s aim is to 
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a
warn about the dangers of hurricanes 


b
explain how to keep safe during a hurricane 


c
describe an unknown aspect of hurricanes 


d
encourage people to think of good names for hurricanes

PART 2: WRITING 

Choose ONE topic. Write about number 1 or 2. Minimum length: 100 words. [4 points] 

1
Write a news report, either real or imagined, about a natural disaster that took place in your area. 

2
Write an e-mail to a friend describing how the weather destroyed your holiday.[image: image9.jpg]
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Hurricanes – What’s in a Name? 


Every few years, a hurricane makes international news when it causes great damage to life and property in cities on the coasts of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. A hurricane is defined as a huge tropical storm that can be up to 950 kilometres across and is made up of strong winds at speeds of 120 to 320 kilometres per hour. Over the open ocean, hurricanes gather heat and energy through contact with the warm ocean waters and when they reach land, the heavy rain, strong winds and large waves can cause havoc. However, it is the fact that hurricanes are given distinctive names that makes them remain in the public memory for some time. 


The question then is, how do hurricanes get their name? Actually, naming storms is not a new idea. For hundreds of years in the Caribbean islands, storms were named after the saint of the day on which they occurred in the traditional Roman Catholic calendar – for example, Hurricane San Felipe. 


In the early days of meteorology, which is the study of the weather, hurricanes were named after the map coordinates of the place where the hurricane originated. However, this was difficult to remember. So, during World War II, military meteorologists in the Pacific Ocean began giving names to the storms, as it made tracking the hurricanes easier. This system was eventually adopted by the National Hurricane Centre in 1953 for hurricanes that occurred in the Atlantic Ocean as well. 


At first, only women’s names were used. It was said that because the meteorologists at the time were all men, they did this as a joke. They said that tropical storms were like women because their behaviour was so unpredictable! However, by the 1970s, many women expressed offence at the fact that hurricanes, which cause so much suffering, were being given female names. Therefore from 1978, meteorologists watching for hurricanes in the Pacific Ocean began using men’s names for half of the year’s storms and a year later, those working in the Atlantic Ocean started to do the same. 


For each year, a list of 21 names, each starting with a different letter of the alphabet, is developed. The letters Q, U, X, Y and Z, however, are not used. The names are arranged in alphabetical order. The first tropical storm of the year is given a name starting with the letter “A”, the second with “B” and so on. For example, in the year 2015, the first hurricane was called “Hurricane Ana” and the second was called “Hurricane Bill”. There are six different lists of names, which are used in a six-year cycle. 


Although the names are reused every six years, sometimes names are retired if they were used to name a particularly destructive hurricane. For instance, the name “Katrina” was removed from the list after the hurricane of the same name caused severe destruction in 2005, especially to the city of New Orleans, where over 1,500 people were killed and large areas of the city were completely destroyed by flooding. This is done to show sensitivity to people’s feelings, as those who were affected by the hurricane may be haunted by bad memories if they hear the name being used again only six years later. 


There is no doubt that today, these names have become a part of common language and have helped by increasing public awareness of the danger of hurricanes.








to gather: acumular


to cause havoc: causar estralls / causar estragos


tracking (to track): seguir la trajectòria de / seguir la trayectoria de


flooding: inundació / inundación


haunted (to haunt): perseguir 


awareness: consciència / conciencia
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