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PART 1: READING COMPREHENSION 

Choose the best answer according to the text. Only ONE answer is correct. [4 points: 0.5 points for each correct answer. Wrong answers will be penalized by deducting 0.16 points. There is no penalty for unanswered questions.] 

1
“Voluntourism” is an example of 
[image: image3] .

a
a word that you can find in any dictionary 


b
a word that doesn’t exist in a dictionary 


c
a new meaning of an existing word 


d
a new word that can be found in the 
Oxford English Dictionary 

2
In 1857, the Philological Society of London decided that 
[image: image4] .

a
the dictionaries of the time were adequate 


b
they needed to produce a new dictionary 


c
Oxford University should bring out a new dictionary 


d
there were too many words in English 

3
Oxford University 
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a
took up the work on the dictionary in 1879 


b
started to work on the dictionary with the Philological Society in 1857 


c
thought that creating a new dictionary was too much work 


d
made up new words for the dictionary 

4
Murray and his team thought that 
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a
the dictionary would contain ten volumes 


b
the English language would stop evolving 


c
the dictionary was going to be much shorter than it eventually turned out to be 


d
they would finish the dictionary in 1928 


5
Unfortunately, Murray 
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a
published a dictionary which contained 400,000 words 


b
died after the OED was finished 


c
published the dictionary in 1928 


d
was not alive when the dictionary was eventually completed 

6
When the new edition of the OED came out in 1989, 
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a
most people went out and bought it 


b
it was too big for most people to have in their homes 


c
libraries could not find the room for all of its volumes 


d
libraries could not afford it 

7
The CD-ROM of the Oxford English Dictionary 
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a
was released in 1989 


b
provided a solution for libraries 


c
made it possible for people to have access to the OED 


d
contained 20 volumes 

8
“Selfie” is mentioned in the text 
[image: image10] .

a
as an example of a word that has taken on 
a new meaning 


b
because it is a slang word 


c
as an example of a word that was invented 30 years ago 


d
as an example of a word that has taken on 
a new meaning 

PART 2: WRITING 

Choose ONE topic. Write about number 1 or 2. Minimum length: 100 words. [4 points] 

1
In your opinion, what is the best way to learn a foreign language? 

2
Do you think it is so important for people in the world to learn English? Explain your opinion. [image: image11.jpg]
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Use a Dictionary


Do you know what the words “e-cigarette”, “voluntourism” and “fo’shizzle” mean? If you don’t, there is little point in looking them up in the dictionary you have been using for years because these words are recent additions to the Oxford English Dictionary (OED). In fact, a latest update of the OED includes over 500 new words and has revised the meanings of hundreds of others.


The OED began as the brainchild of the members of the Philological Society of London, who decided in 1857 that the existing dictionaries of the time were incomplete. However, they did not realise the extent of the task that they had taken upon themselves and so in 1879, they handed the project over to Oxford University.


The new editor, James A. H. Murray, and his team originally planned a four-volume work with 6,400 pages and it was thought that it would take ten years to finish. However, they too did not appreciate the amount of work that had to be done and five years later, they had only reached the word “ant”! They realised that it would take a lot longer than expected because the English language never stops evolving.


The first part of the dictionary was eventually published in 1884 and work on the dictionary continued until the final volume was published in April 1928. In addition, instead of four volumes, the dictionary had ten volumes which contained the definitions of over 400,000 words and phrases. Sadly, Murray did not live to see the completion of the project on which he had worked so hard as he had died in 1915.


As soon as the first edition of the OED was completed, the editors had to start the work of updating it and the dictionary was republished in 12 volumes to include all the new words that had been added. Over the course of the next half century, the OED continued to grow until it was published as a 20-volume work in 1989. Although libraries could find room to display all 20 volumes, most people could not possibly afford the entire dictionary or find enough bookshelf space for it in their houses. However, technology came to the rescue a few years later when the whole of the OED was released as a CD-ROM in 1992. Today, the entire dictionary can be found online. 


A living language is constantly changing because speakers are constantly adopting and inventing new words, so a dictionary needs to reflect those changes. Technological developments are the reason for many of the new words in English. Thirty years ago, no one would have known what a “smartphone” or a “selfie” was, for instance. Furthermore, existing words can take on new meanings. Before the invention of the personal computer, a mouse was only a small animal that people tried to keep out of their houses. Today, most of us have one on our desk. An “e-cigarette” is the name that has been given to the electronic device that is used by smokers as a way of getting the effect of smoking without using real cigarettes. Words are often invented by combining two existing words, such as “voluntourism”, which is when tourists spend time doing voluntary work. And of course, there is slang, which is constantly changing. So for the record, “fo’shizzle” in hip-hop slang simply means “for sure”.





brainchild: creació, idea original / creación, idea original 


handed over (to hand over): passar / pasar 


to display: exposar / exponer 


to afford: permetre’s / permitirse 


released (to release): posar a la venda / poner a la venta
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