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Reading  ( 
/25)

Border security

	As a response to the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre buildings and the Pentagon, the United States began increasing security measures for all foreign visitors, including Western Europeans. Transatlantic travellers soon found they had to pass through tighter security on their arrival at US airports and recently the levels of security have increased again. Prior to the tightening of security measures, Britons and some other travellers had not needed a visa to enter the USA (unless they were staying more than 90 days). But in recent years there have been two rounds of increased security measures. 

First of all, in 2004, European travellers were obliged to get visas (unless they had a machine-readable passport). On arrival, they had to be photographed and have their fingerprints taken too. Originally, these security procedures were relatively painless – fingerprinting took around 15 seconds and only involved the index finger of the right hand. ‘We have been taking finger scans of British nationals since January, 2004,’ said Bob Mocny, deputy director of airport security systems, ‘and we have not had any negative feedback. The process is digital. It doesn’t involve any ink and the scanning machine is a very simple device.’ 

However, since 2007, travellers have been forced to give fingerprints of all 10 fingers before being allowed to enter the country. These new security measures now apply to passengers from Western Europe, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Brunei and Singapore. Only diplomats, children below the age of 14, and adults over 80 are exempt. 

Curiously, these new security measures have not caught any terrorists, nor have they been effective in screening for bombs. But the system has uncovered several ‘undesirables’ such as common criminals.

Newspaper journalist Charles Starmer-Smith reports that ‘overseas travel to the United States is 17% lower than it was before the September 11 terrorist attacks, while worldwide travel has increased by 20 per cent during that time’. This indicates that the decrease in tourism in the USA could be related to the treatment visitors receive on arrival at US airports.


1
Read the text and answer the questions in your own words.

1
If you are a transatlantic passenger travelling to America, where might you be travelling from?


______________________________________________________________

2
What does negative feedback  mean?


______________________________________________________________

3
Is an international terrorist a common criminal?


______________________________________________________________

3 marks for each correct answer
Score __9
2
Are the sentences true or false? Quote words from the text to support your view.

1
In the past, British citizens only needed a visa to stay in the USA for more than 90 days.


______________________________________________________________

2
The first fingerprinting process took about a minute for each traveller.


______________________________________________________________

3
There have been complaints about the system.


______________________________________________________________

4
Elderly people don’t get their fingerprints taken.


______________________________________________________________

2 marks for each correct answer
Score __/8

3
Choose the best answers according to the text.

1
After the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, the USA ...


a
targeted Western Europeans as potential terrorists.


b
strengthened security measures.


c
increased the number of scanning devices.

2
The USA’s new security measures have ...


a
decreased terrorist activity.


b
caught some common criminals.


c
received a lot of negative feedback.

2 marks for each correct answer
Score __/4

4
Find words in the text that mean ...

1
controlled very carefully and strictly.
_______________

2
an electronic device that reads documents.
_______________

3
allowed to ignore a rule.
_______________

4
dangerous or involved in crime.
_______________

1 mark for each correct answer
Score __/4

Writing  (
       /25)
Choose a title and write an essay giving your opinion. Write between 100 and 150 words.
A. Globalization is destroying cultural diversity

B. The internet is a force for both good and evil
Name & surname:
Date:

Listening  (
/25)

1
[2] Read and listen to these words from the test. Make sure you know what they mean.

take something for granted to expect something always to be there

mould an object that was poured into a container as a liquid and hardened to take on its shape

maintenance work done on a piece of equipment to keep it in good condition

2
Read the introduction to the listening test. What do you think it will be about?

	Interviewer:
We see them every day as we drive along our roads, in fact we take them so much for granted that most of us couldn’t imagine life without them. The ‘Catseye’ is a simple device that is placed in the middle of our roads to light the way. They were invented 70 years ago by a Yorkshireman named Percy Shaw and now they are used to light roads and highways world-wide. So, why do you think the ‘Catseye’ is the greatest invention in modern times, Hamish?


3
[3] Listen and choose the best answers. Only one answer is correct. Look at number 0 as an example.

0
The ‘Catseye’ was invented to …

a
protect animals from traffic.

b
illuminate the roads when it’s dark.

c
help cats cross the road.

d
help people in Yorkshire drive on the roads.

1
The ‘Catseye’ is ...

a
complex and hi-tech.

b
simple and efficient.

c
battery-operated.

d
practical but fashionable.

       2  
In the past seventy years …

a
a digital replacement has been invented.

b
a battery-powered alternative has been invented.

c
nothing has replaced it.

d
it has been replaced by several other models.

3
The device is made from …

a
plastic, rubber and glass.

b
rubber, glass and metal.

c
rubber, water and glass.

d
metal, rubber and plastic.

4
The device gets its name from the …

a
two glass balls that reflect light like a cat’s eye.

b
the rubber mould that looks like a cat’s head.

c
the metal case that holds rainwater.

d
the man who invented it.

5
The ‘Catseye’ is efficient because it …

a
is low-cost.

b
doesn’t break.

c
works easily.

d
doesn’t need any kind of power to operate it.

6
How was Percy’s device different from similar inventions at the same time?

a
It was self-reflecting.

b
It was the first one of its kind.

c
It was cheaper.

d
It didn’t require any maintenance.

7
How does the government plan to modify it?

a
They want to place a small camera inside it.

b
They plan to make them bigger and more efficient.

c
They want to improve the light-reflecting mechanism.

d
They want to design a more modern version.
       8  What will be the purpose of this?

a
To catch drivers who are driving too slowly.

b
To catch drivers who are driving too fast.

c
To catch drivers who have stolen cars.

d
To catch drink-drivers.
