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* Download this explanation in PDF here.
« Seeall my exercises about the passive here.

An active sentence like I drank two cups of coffee has the subject first (the person or thing that does the verb),
followed by the verb, and finally the object (the person or thing that the action happens to).

So, in this example, the subject is T’ the verb s ‘drank’ and the object is 'two cups of coffee.

But, we don't always need to make sentences this way. We might want to put the object first, or perhaps we don't want
to say who did something. This can happen for lots of reasons (see the explanation further down the page). In this
case, we can use a passive, which puts the object first:

« Two cups of coffee were drunk (we can add 'by me' if we want, but it isn't necessary).

How to make the Passive in English

‘We make the passive by putting the verb 'to be' into whatever tense we need and then adding the past participle.
For regular verbs, we make the past participle by adding 'ed' to the infinitive. So play becomes played. Click here
to learn about irregular verbs.
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present simple Imake a cake. Acake is made (by me).

present continuous  Iam makinga cake. Acake is being made (by me).

past simple Imade a cake. Acake was made (by me).

past continuous I'was making a cake. Acake was being made (by me).
present perfect Thave made a cake. Acake has been made (by me).

pres. perf. continuousI have been making a cake. A cake has been being made (by me).
past perfect Thad made a cake. Acake had been made (by me).
future simple Twill make a cake. Acake will be made (by me).

future perfect Iwill have made acake. A cake will have been made (by me).
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Some verbs that have two objects can make two different active sentences, and so two different passive sentences too:
Give

* Activ

: He gave me the book / He gave the book to me.
‘You can choose either of the two objects to be the subject of the passive sentence.
« Passive: I was given the book (by him); The book was given to me (by him).

Other verbs like this are: ask, offer, teach, tell, lend, promise, sell, throw.

Try an exercise about this here
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‘You can make the passive in a subordinate clause that has a subject and a normal conjugated verb. This is really the
same as a normal passive.

« Active: I thought that Mary had kissed John.
« Passive: I thought that John had been kissed by Mary.

« Active: He knew that people had built the church in 1915.
« Passive: He knew that the church had been built in 1015.

‘You can also make the passive using a passive gerund or a passive infinitive in the same place as a normal gerund or
infinitive.

* The child loves being cuddled.
* She would like to be promoted.

Try an exercise about this here
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1. When we want to change the focus of the sentence:

© The Mona Lisa was painted by Leonardo Da Vinci. (We are more interested in the painting than the artist
in this sentence)

2. When who or what causes the action is unknown or unimportant or obvious or 'people in

general':

o He was arrested (obvious agent, the police).
© My bike has been stolen (unknown agent).

© The road is being repaired (unimportant agent).

o The form can be obtained from the post office (people in general).

3.In factual or scientific writing:
© The chemical is placed in a test tube and the data entered into the computer.

4.In formal writing instead of using someone/ people/ they (these can be used in speaking or
informal writing):
o The brochure will be finished next month.

5.1In order to put the new information at the end of the sentence to improve style:

o Three books are used regularly in the class. The books were written by Dr. Bell. (‘Dr. Bell wrote the books’
sound clumsy)
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o Twas surprised by how well the students did in the test. (More natural than: "how well the students did in
the test surprised me’)
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Change these active sentences to passive. Choose if you need the agent or not.

1) The Government is planning a new road near my house.

[1
2) My grandfather built this house in 1043.

[1
3) Picasso was painting Guernica at that time.

[1
4) The cleaner has cleaned the office.

[1
5) He had written three books before 1867.

[1
6) John will tell you later.

[1
7) By this time tomorrow we will have signed the deal.

[1
8) Somebody should do the work.
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[1
10) People speak Portuguese in Brazil.

[1
11) Everybody loves Mr Brown.

[1
12) They are building a new stadium near the station.

[1
13) The wolf ate the princess.

[1
14) At six o'clock someone was telling a story.

[1
15) Somebody has drunk all the milk!

[1
16) T had cleaned all the windows before the storm.
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[ J

[1

18) By next year the students will have studied the passive.
[ J

[1

19) James might cook dinner.

[ J

[1

20) Somebody must have taken my wallet.
[ J

[1
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Change the active sentence into the passive. There are two answers for each question.

1) John gave a bar of chocolate to Jill (start with 'Jill).

[.1
2) John gave a bar of chocolate to Jill (start with 'a bar of chocolate).

[.1
3) Ilenta pencil to Graham (start with 'Graham’).

[.1
4) Ilent a pencil to Graham (start with 'a pencil).

[.1
5) Fiona told the truth to Julian (start with "Julian’).

[.1
6) Fiona told the truth to Julian (start with 'the truth’).

[.1
7) They offered the job to Simon (start with 'Simon’).

[.1
8) They offered the job to Simon (start with 'the job").

[.1




The passive voice
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1 The students .. (take) to an art museum yesterday.
2 I've ordered a (deliver) in half an hour.
3 Ournew house isn't ready. The walls ... (paint) at the moment.
4 The Great Wall of China (visit) by at least six million people every year,
5 When | got to the garage yesterday, my car ... (already / fix).
6 The hotel is opening next month so all the rooms ... (must clean) soon.
7 These bills (have to pay) by Friday.
8 These strawberries .. (make) into jam tomorrow.
9 Your essay (should give in) last week. Why didn’t you do it?
10 Some new houses ... (build) near the beach last year.





Modals and perfect modals
[image: image12.png]3 Complete the sentences. Use the correct modal or modal perfect form, affirmative or negative, of the

verbs given. (10x2=20)

1 1didn't have my key so | (could open) the door.

2 Freddy is busy all day tomorrow. He .. (be able to play) tennis with John.

3 The children .. (must be) hungry. They ate the whole pizza!

4 I'm sorry | broke your skateboard. | promise that I .. ... (will do) anything like that again.

5 It... (can rain) last night. The ground’s completely dry.

6 Most people ...(have to go) to work on Christmas Day.

7 All the guests are here, so ...(1/ shall serve) dinner now?

8 People with little free time .... (should buy) dogs that need a lot of exercise.

9 Aunt Linda was upset that she missed the wedding. | think they ..... ... (ought to invite) her.
10 When Lucy was younger, she (would go out) for ice cream with her parents every

Sunday.




ANSWER KEY TO EXERCISES

Passive 5 (mixed tenses)

1. A new road is being planned by the government near my house/a new road near my house is being planned by the government. 
2. This house was built in 1943 by my grandfather.

3. Guernica was being painted at that time by Picasso.

4. The office has been cleaned (by the cleaner).

5. Three books had been written (by him) before 1867.

6. You will be told later by John.

7. By this time tomorrow the deal will have been signed (by us).

8. The work should be done.

9. Jimmy might have been delayed by the traffic.

10.Portuguese is spoken in Brazil.

11. Mr Brown is loved by everybody.

12. A new stadium is being built near the station. 

13. The princess was eaten by the wolf. 

14. At six o’clock the story was being told. 

15. All the milk has been drunk!

16. All the windows had been cleaned (by me) before the storm.

17. The computer will be repaired tomorrow (by a workman).

18. By next year the passive will have been studied (by the students).
19. Dinner might be cooked by James.

20. My wallet must have been taken.
Passive 6 (two objects)

1. Jill was given a bar of chocolate by John. 

2. A bar of chocolate was given to Jill by John.

3. Graham was lent a pencil by me.

4. A pencil was lent to Graham by me.

5. Julian was told the truth by Fiona.

6. The truth was told to Julian by Fiona.

7. Simon was offered the job.

8. The job was offered to Simon. 
Passive voice – ex. 1, page 5

1. were taken.

2. will be delivered / is going to be delivered

3. are being painted

4. is visited

5. had already been fixed

6. must be cleaned / must have been cleaned

7. have to be paid

8. will be made / are going to be made

9. should have been given in

10. were built
Modals and perfect modals – ex. 3, page 5

1. couldn’t open / couldn’t have opened

2. won’t be able to play

3. must have been 

4. won’t do / will never do

5. couldn’t have rained

6. don’t have to go

7. shall I serve

8. shouldn’t buy

9. ought to have invited

10. would go out
