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INVICTUS MOVIE WORKSHEET
Instructions and guidelines



1. The initial text provides a summary of the movie. It gives some basic information about the plot of the movie, Nelson Mandela and the Apartheid system.
2. SECTION A - COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: Exercises 1, 2 and 3 are basic comprehension questions about the movie, its plot and characters (to be done in pairs). 
3. SECTION B - WRITING: After reading the põem Invictus and discussing it with your classmates, you will have to do a short writing activity (to be done in your own time and submitted for correction and assessment).
4. SECTION C - SPEAKING: In groups of 3, you will have to do ONE of the presentations on South Africa, Nelson Mandela or Apartheid (to be presented in class – this section is NOT compulsory).
5. Remember that mini-activities such as this one done throughout the year can increase your mark by up to 1 point.
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MOVIE : Invictus is an American movie directed by 
Clint Eastwood released in 2009. The title Invictus  means 
undefeated or unconquered in Latin, and is the title of 
a poem by English poet William Ernest Henley (1849–1903).
This poem inspired Nelson Mandela during his time in prison.
Here is the most famous quotation from the poem : 

I'm the master of my fate, I'm the Captain of my soul.
....................................................................................................
PLOT : In 1995, South Africa is to host the Rugby World Cup. After 27 years in jail, Nelson Mandela 
(Morgan Freeman) is released and elected President of South Africa. Mandela wants to use that sport event to unite his country which is divided because of
apartheid. But the South African rugby team, the Springboks, represents racial prejudice and racism and is not supported by the blacks. Mandela  meets with the captain of the Springboks team, François Pienaar (Matt Damon), and explains that a Springboks victory in the World Cup would unite and inspire the nation. Pienaar motivates his team. Will the Springboks be strong enough to win the World Cup?

 NELSON MANDELA
Nelson Mandela (born in 1918) was president of South Africa from 1994 to 1999. He was the first South African president to be elected democratically. Before his presidency, Mandela was an anti-apartheid activist, and the leader of the armed wing of the African National Congress (ANC). In 1962 he was arrested, convicted of sabotage  and sentenced to life in prison. He spent 27 years in prison and was released in 1990. He led his party to reconciliation between whites and blacks, when he was elected he fought for equality and against poverty in his country. He won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993.

APARTHEID
Apartheid was a system of racial segregation enforced by the National Party governments of South Africa between 1948 and 1994 .It stated that “non-whites” had less rights than whites who were supposed to be superior. Residential areas were segregated, black people were deprived of their citizenship. The government segregated education, medical care, beaches, and other public services, and provided black people with services inferior to those of white people. Anti-apartheid leaders like Nelson Mandela were imprisoned. In 1990 President Frederik Willem de Klerk began negotiations to end apartheid, culminating in multi-racial democratic elections in 1994.

SECTION A - COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
1. Watch the SCENES 1 – 10  and write down who says these words.      

       FRANCOIS PIENAAR              BRENDA (Mandela´s Chief of Staff)
     JASON  (Chief of Presidential Security Team)             FRANCOIS´S FATHER
             COACH at rugby field            MANDELA

· _____________Remember these days boys. This is the day our country went to the dogs. 
· _____________Never, never and never again shall it be, that this beautiful land will experience the oppression of one by another and suffer the indignity of being the skunk of the world.
· _____________We´re next…they’re gonna take our jobs and they’re gonna drive us into the sea.
· _____________Not long ago these guys tried to kill us.
· _____________Come on. We need to focus!  
· _____________You’re risking your future as our leader…at least, risk it for something more important than rugby
· _____________Our enemy is no longer the Afrikaner. They are our fellow South Africans, our partners in democracy.  
· _____________I’d like to propose a toast: to the taste of defeat. Drink it, remember this and promise never to taste it again
· _____________He wants me over for tea, week after next.
· _____________How do we inspire everyone around us?

2. Put the events in the order they appear in scenes 12 – 21.

· Chester watches the match against Australia.

· Mandela is found lying on the floor. He´s overstressed.

· The Springboks win against Samoa.

· The Springboks watch the match between England – New Zealand.

· Mandela personally gives the poem “Invictus” to François.

1 The Springboks conduct coaching clinics in townships all over the country.

· Mandela asks for a report on the All Blacks. 

· François gets four tickets for the final match.

· Jason sees a jet coming towards the stadium.

· The team is taken to Robben Island to see the prison where Mandela was.

· Blacks and whites alike at Ellis Park cheer the President.



3. Answer the following open-ended comprehension questions

1. What are the images at the beginning of the movie referring to?


2. What does François Pienaar, the captain of the South African rugby union team the Springboks, represent for society? How is he important for his team?


3. Robben Island is mentioned in the movie. What is this place? What happened on the island? How is the story of the events that took place on Robben Island, inspirational in any way?


SECTION B - WRITING
1. Read the poem “Invictus” by William Ernest Henley (England 1849-1903)
- what does the poem mean to you? 
- what message took Mandela from the poem?
- Mandela found an inspiring force in Invictus. What parts do you think could have been particularly stimulating for him in order not to stop fighting for his ideals? 
- how could this poem help the Springboks? Does in fact help the team? 
- if you were going through a hard situation, would you consider the poem’s words? Would you recommend it as a piece of advice?


“Invictus”
Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,
I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.
In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the bludgeoning of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.
Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the Horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years
Finds and shall find me unafraid.
It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishments the scroll,
I am the master of my fate:
I am the captain of my soul.



SECTION C - SPEAKING
1. You will be assigned one of the following PowerPoint/Prezi presentations:

Presentation 1 – South Africa overview.
1. Tell a few general details about South Africa: location, language(s), people, sports and weather.
2. Provide a brief summary of the history of South Africa, focusing on its most relevant points:
a. When did the Europeans discover South Africa?
b. When did the first mass migrations to South Africa Begin?
c. The Anglo-Boer war: what happened, when, why, and its consequences.
d. South Africa from 1948 to 1994.

Presentation 2 – The Apartheid rule.
1- What does the term “apartheid” mean?
2- What did the system segregate?
3- Who put it into practice and when did it start and finish?
4- When was it identified as a “crime against humanity”, and by whom?
5- What were the “extra judicial killings”, and when did they happen?
6- Who won the first multi-racial democratic elections in 1994?
7- What happened in 2002 and who were the Boeremag?

Presentation 3 – Nelson Mandela.
1- Who was Nelson Mandela? Give a few details about his early life. 
2- When did he first become involved in politics?
3- How many years did he spend in prison? Why was he sentenced?
4- What did he do while he was in prison?
5- What is the meaning of the term “Madiba”, and how it is connected to Nelson Mandela?
6- Which important prize did he get and why?
7- Why does Nelson Mandela remain a controversial figure?
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