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2 Read the short text below. Then look at the paraphrased sentences and decide which one is a better
summary. Explain. Type the answers.

NASA has successfully landed a car-sized, unmanned
space probe called Cuniosity on Mars, using a
dramatic and risky new method, which involved
lowering the robot on cords. Curiosity is now ready
to begin a two-year mission to explore the Red
Planet, mainly to search for signs that it may have
once had the conditions necessary to support life.

a. After a dangerous but successful landing on Mars, NASA's unmanned space probe Curiosity is now
going to search for signs that there may have once been life there.

b. Curiosity, an unmanned space robot the size of a car, has been lowered onto Mars using cords and will

spend the next two years exploring the planet.

Summary B is a better summary of the text because it is more concise. It shortens and
combines sentences and uses synonyms so as to provide a clear idea of what the text is about
without copying from the original text.

Summary A mentions some non-essential pieces of information (dangerous but successful
landing) and copies some phrases from the original text (unmanned space probe, search for
signs).
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3 Paraphrase the following excerpts. Use the words given and add any necessary information.
Type the answers.

Lady Gaga is planning to become the world’s first
pop artist to sing in outer space. She’ll be taking off
on a spacecraft belonging to Virgin Galactic and will
sing one song once zero gravity is reached.

Lady Gaga / will become / first pop artist / sing / outer space, / performing / one song / during /
space tourism flight

Lady Gaga will become the first pop artist to sing in outer space, performing one song during
a space tourism flight.

Because of the loss of gravity’s pull in outer space, the
spine is not compressed and actually becomes longer.
This leads to astronauts increasing in height by two
inches during space missions. Astronauts eventually
return to their normal height.

Astronauts / temporarily / become / taller / space missions / because / absence / gravity makes /
spine / become /longer

Astronauts temporarily become taller during space missions because absence of gravity
makes their spine become longer.
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4 Replace the phrases in bold with the words below. Make any necessary changes. Type the answers.
Then check.

obviously, « although - fortunately,  moreover,

1. It's very lucky that the astronauts were safe.
Fortunately,

2. Galileo insisted that the Earth moves round the sun in spite of the fact that this went against the common
beliefs of his time. although

. Itis completely clear that the private space tourism industry will grow as space flights become cheaper.
Obviously,

4. Bringing an asteroid into Earth’s orbit would cost billions of dollars. An even greater drawback is that it
would be very risky. Moreover,





