TYPES OF REPORTED SENTENCES
and their structure
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Read the sentences below. What type of sentence is each: a suggestion, a statement, a question, an order
or a request? Choose the correct answer. In what ways does each sentence change in reported speech?

Type the answers.

1. “I'm just waiting for a friend.”
He explained that he was just waiting for a friend.
A statement

. “Walk with me to the station now.”

We move the verb back in time as time has gone by
since the original words were said.

. “Have you heard from your friend?”
He asked if the man had heard from his friend.

A question -

. “Let’s go round to a place | know of.”

We move the verb back in time, but a reported
question no longer has the order of a question.

. “Please give this note to my friend.”
He asked me to give that note to his friend.
A request
We use the reporting verb ask + object + infinitive.

The policeman ordered the man to walk with him
to the station then.

An order -

We use the reporting verbs tel/ / order + object +
infinitive.

He suggested going round to a place he knew of.
A suggestion

We use the reporting verbs suggest / recommend +
gerund or that + subject + base form of the verb.
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